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INTRODUCTION

Micronized car tire rubber (CTR) particles contribute significantly to the presence of plastic particles in the environment, raising concerns about the leaching of
chemical additives into the marine ecosystem. Some of these additives are highly toxic to aquatic organisms, posing a serious threat to microalgae, at the basis of
the aquatic food web. As keystone organisms, any disturbances in microalgae communities can have far-reaching consequences for the entire aquatic ecosystem.

This study investigated the toxic effects of chemicals associated with CTR, released during 7 and 14 days of leaching, on four marine microalgal species:
Skeletonema pseudocostatum, Rhodomonas baltica, Isochrysis galbana, and Tetraselmis suecica.
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plastic-associated chemicals to the marine ecosystem.
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